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Tropical Tastes

MIAMI'S DAZZLING HOTELS ARE HOME TO SOME OF THE CITY'S MOST

SENSATIONAL RESTAURANTS

at a veritable crossroads of continents,
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What We're Eating

Fena Hote), 3201 Collines Avenwe, Ml Qeach, faena.com

When the Faena Hotel opened 1n Miami Beach, at the very

end of 2015, 0t recaptured the Art Deco glammour that ance
characterized the town. Housed inside the landmark Saxony,
which (1 the 1940u was the area’s first luxury resart, the Faena
shimmers with brslllantly colored murals, massive golden
columns and an iconic glided mummoth standing guard near
the oceaniront pool, At the heart of the hotel, you'll Bnd Pao
restaurant, o beacun of Astan fusion culstne helmed by chel
Paul Qui. Born in the Philippines, 30-year-old Qui lrst mude a
name for himeelf in Austin, Texas, where he owns @ few humble
restaurunts that begin as food trucks and where he serves his
signature fried chicken. (You can sample this dish at Pao, with
sweet chill sauce and roasted banana ketchug,)

At Pap, Qui has let his creativity run wild, and the dinner menu
ufferings wre as thrilling as the $6 miltlon unicorn statue that
relgns supreme af the center of the restaurant. Particularly
impressive dishes include the Unicorn, a pudding-like mixture
uf sea urchin, sweet corn, sake asoli, chili and lime. Served atop
1 bed of peppercorn, this heady treat is one for the ages You can
also sample the lacquered pork belly with black gariic caramel
and jong pepper; the delicately roasted fish with cilantro, chili
and garlic-ginger rice, and the melt-in-your-mouth snoked
shortrib asada, made from Wagyu beef cooked for 72 hours and
accumpanied by Rpanese sweet patato purée. There's alse o nice
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selection of crudos: the toro - sedred tuta belly with strawberry
gaepachn ~ is a combination of complex tastes, nioely balancing
the tang of the tuna with sweet hints of strawberry

e sure to try at least one dessert, Choose the Yolcanic Earth, a
decadent mix of cocoa, cardamonm toffee, yuzu chocolate mousse
and mandarin sorbet, or the ruasted tea meringue with white
chocolate, kaffir lime-mango sorbet and orange honey, As you
dlig into these sweet affairs, sit back in your circular booth and
imagine yoursel in an exclusive cabaret during the Prohibition
era, Pao will sutisfy your taste buds and your imagination,
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